
ENERGY PRACTICE

DIVERSE CLIENTS 

Public Entities: Our attorneys represent a 
comprehensive range of public clients in the 
energy sector, such as joint powers agencies, 
municipal electric utilities, rural electric 
cooperatives, irrigation districts, public utility 
districts, water districts and other public 
service providers. The firm also represents 
cities that participate in Community Choice 
Aggregation boards.  
 
Private Entities: Meyers Nave also represents 
private clients, such as solar, wind, biomass and 
other renewable energy companies, and oil and 
gas refineries. Our attorneys are involved in 
emerging technologies related to gasification, 
pyrolysis, and other advanced techniques for 
extracting energy from solid waste. 

COMPREHENSIVE LEGAL SERVICES

Meyers Nave provides sophisticated expertise 
on commercial issues specific to the energy 
industry and we help clients navigate the 
complex interaction of federal, state and local 
regulatory structures and administrative  
bodies, including:  
•   Federal Power Act 
•   Senate Bill 350 
•   Sentate Bill 100 
•   Assembly Bill 2514  
•   Assembly/Senate Bill 32 
•   Clean Air Act 
•   Clean Water Act 
•   Federal and California Endangered  
     Species Acts 
•   California Environmental Quality Act 
•   National Environmental Policy Act 
•   Public Utilities Code 

Meyers Nave provides an unparalleled breadth of legal services to the broader energy  

sector— advising on complex regulatory issues specific to electric and gas utilities, strategic 

planning to realize the carbon reduction goals of the State of California and its political 

subdivisions, environmental compliance amidst overlapping regulatory schemes, managing 

large construction projects, defending administrative enforcement proceedings, and pursuing 

litigation when needed to resolve complex disputes.  

MEYERS NAVE ADVISES 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE CLIENTS 

IN THE ENERGY SECTOR ON 

REGULATORY, TRANSACTIONAL 

AND LITIGATION MATTERS. 

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE AND  

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS 
Represented investor‐owned electric utility before 
the CPUC and other California state agencies 
in proceedings involving transmission line 
permitting.

Represented investor‐owned electric utilities in 
CPUC proceedings involving rate case and 
energy cost adjustment filings, long-term  
procurement planning, energy action plans,  
California Solar Initiative, energy efficiency, 
income qualified assistance programs, resource 
adequacy requirements, GHG emissions  
reductions and cap-and-trade, tradable renewable 
energy credits and renewable portfolio standards 
compliance.

Represented investor-owned and publicly-owned 
electric utilities before the California Energy  
Commission in proceedings involving RPS policy 
development and compliance, carbon reduction, 
Power Source Disclosure, energy storage  
procurement, the Integrated Energy Policy 
Report and other programs.

Represented a publicly-owned electric utility 
before CARB in the development of Climate 
Change programs, including the California  
Cap-and-Trade regulation, mandatory GHG 
emissions reporting, compliance offsets,  
electricity sector GHG planning targets and other 
carbon reduction programs.

Represented Western Electricity Coordinating  
Council on commencing operations of the  
Western Renewable Energy Generation  
Information System, including development  
of governance and user agreements; also  
represented an account holder in reporting.



TRANSACTIONAL MATTERS  

Representing a county water district to 
negotiate a PPA to develop a 5 MW solar 
array that will utilize the Self-Generation 
Incentive Program to implement battery 
storage and natural gas backup generators 
as a microgrid. 

Negotiated PPAs on behalf of a publicly-
owned electric utility for solar energy  
(11 MW), wind (155 MW), geothermal  
(120 MW) and biomass energy (7,000 
MMBtu/day).

Negotiated a $500M green PPA between 
Western GeoPower/RAM Power and 
NCPA, included advising on legal aspects 
of the contract award process, supervising 
the award and qualification process, and 
preparing construction contracts.

Represented the developer of an anaerobic 
digester to produce methane for EBMUD  
and to produce electricity to provide 
power to the Port of Oakland; advised the 
developer on Public Contract Code and 
local contract procurement requirements. 

Led a legal team on behalf of a publicly-
owned electric utility in tax equity sale and 
power purchase from a wind farm in the 
Solano County wind resource area.

Advised cities with entering joint power 
agreements in connection CCA providers 
and provided ongoing general advice in 
connection with those agreements.

Advised a private company in structuring 
and implementing CCA programs,  
preparing and completing agreements 
with cities and counties to explore CCA 
feasibility, and developing those programs. 

Advised on one of the first solar arrays by 
a public agency to utilize Tesla battery  
storage powerpacks.

Representing a publicly-owned utility  
in CEQA compliance for a natural gas 
thermal powerplant acquisition.

Advised a city in FERC proceedings relating 
to PG&E applications for wave‐generation 
projects off the Northern California coast. 

Assisted a city on its net energy metering 
program and redesign of utility governance 
provisions. 

Lead counsel for a gas transmission  
customer of PG&E in a CPUC gas  
transmission and storage rate case, resulted 
in net savings to the client of $2M+ per year.

Lead counsel in negotiations to overturn 
transmission capacity curtailments on the 
PG&E natural gas backbone, resulting in net 
savings to the client of $10M+.

Secured favorable treatment by the CEC  
of a client’s historical renewable energy  
carryover, valued at $10-$20M.

Assisted a publicly-owned electric utility in 
the development, adoption and regulatory 
approval of its IRP covering a 20 year  
planning horizon.

Assisted a publicly-owned electric utility in 
the development and adoption of energy 
storage procurement targets and associated 
necessary compliance filings at the CEC.

Assisted with siting and transfer of assets of 
thermal power plants and related facilities 
subject to CEC jurisdiction. 

Advised on complex “source” and “facility”  
determinations to implement GHG  
requirements of CARB and other regulatory 
programs.

Served as air quality compliance counsel in 
connection with emerging regulatory issues 
involving refinery fence‐line monitoring; 
secured variances in contested and  
uncontested matters before air pollution 
district hearing boards; advised on  
complex air quality monitoring, reporting,  
and permit compliance; and worked  
extensively with refinery process and  
environmental engineering teams. 
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Meyers Nave is a full-service California law firm providing  

transaction, litigation, regulatory compliance and general counsel 

legal services in more than 20 areas of law to corporations, public 

entities, nonprofits and public-private partnerships. 

REGULATORY ENFORCEMENT  

AND LITIGATION 

Represented a city for six years as Special 
Counsel for state and federal regulatory 
matters relating to a deadly PG&E gas 
pipeline explosion, winning record fines 
from CPUC against the utility.

Represented a city in regulatory matters 
regarding the largest gas leak in U.S. history 
that occurred in an underground natural gas 
storage facility owned by SoCalGas.

Settled for a de minimis amount various 
historical air quality violations for a 
manufacturing facility operating without a 
modified air permit and secured Emission 
Reduction Credits valued at up to $1.2M  
(in‐house counsel reported “better‐than 
expected” results on Association of 
Corporate Counsel webpage).

Eliminated all notices of violation penalties 
associated with permit exceedances, 
and settled remaining violations for a de 
minimis amount, after using public records 
to demonstrate that an agency inspector 
misinterpreted a facility permit.

Obtained numerous variances to temporarily 
suspend application of local air quality rules 
and permit conditions at administrative 
hearings before air pollution control district 
hearing boards.

Successfully negotiated revisions or 
resolutions to contested application of 
onerous Best Achievable Control Technology  
determinations, New Source Performance 
Standards and National Emission Standards 
for Hazardous Air Pollutants.

Represented a city in the acquisition of 
an electrical transmission facility through 
eminent domain proceedings; city won a 
judgment in condemnation. 

Managed U.S. Court of Claims litigation that 
recovered over $100M from the U.S. DOE 
for costs to store spent nuclear fuel. 


