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W

ith Los Angeles the melting pot that it is, we’re truly a national leader when it comes to
influential minorities – and the field of law is no exception. There are some particularly stellar minority
attorneys in the LA region and we’ve alphabetically listed some of the very best of them here, along with
some basic information about their careers, practice and some relevant recent successes they’ve achieved.
Congratulations to the attorneys who made this list and thank you for working to keep the people and businesses of
Los Angeles on the right track.

092-111_MinorityAttysSUPP.indd 92

1/22/20 12:46 PM

CUSTOM CONTENT – LOS ANGELES BUSINESS JOURNAL 107

JANUARY 27, 2020

MOST INFLUENTIAL
TOP MINORITY
ATTORNEYS

SHIRAZ TANGRI

JASON H. TOKORO

Principal
Meyers Nave Riback Silver & Wilson, PLC

S

hiraz Tangri was born in Jamshedpur,
India; he immigrated to upstate New
York as a child, and obtained a BA from
New York University and a JD from Georgetown University. He has been practicing
land use and environmental law in Southern California since 1999, when he moved
to Los Angeles from New York.
Tangri has a niche practice area that
matches the needs of the greater Los
Angeles area – advising clients on major
infrastructure, transportation, and urban
in-fill projects, including housing, cultural
and educational institutions, and transit-oriented development. Tangri works on
high-profile projects that set the stage for
the future of Los Angeles and are milestones
in transforming the business, educational,
residential and transportation sectors of the
Los Angeles economy. He is regularly interviewed by business and legal publications
for his views and insights. He also regularly
presents at major conferences.

RHONDA TROTTER

Partner
Miller Barondess, LLP

J

ason Tokoro is a complex commercial
litigator with extensive experience in
the entertainment, professional sports,
real estate, and financial industries. He has
represented a multitude of movie studios
including Warner Bros. and Sony Pictures,
and Fortune 500 land development companies, Lennar Corporation and Toll Brothers.
He also has represented a variety of prosports companies and promoters.
Tokoro received his Juris Doctorate from
the University of California at Berkeley
(Boalt Hall) in 2007, Order of the Coif.
During law school, he was a Supervising
Editor of the Berkeley Business Law Journal. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the
University of Hawaii at Manoa, where he
received a Bachelor’s Degree in English and
Political Science. He serves on the boards
of the Alzheimer’s Association’s Young Professionals Committee and the Los Angeles
Intellectual Property Law Association. He
is also a member of the Asian Pacific American Bar Association.

ALBERT VALENCIA

Partner
Arnold & Porter LLP

A

n experienced trial lawyer with Arnold
& Porter Kaye Scholer in Los Angeles,
Rhonda Trotter has broad trial experience in intellectual property, products
liability, and other commercial disputes, and
regularly prosecutes and defends high-stakes
trademark, false advertising, and copyright
lawsuits. Her track record and experience
have garnered significant recognition and
praise from World Trademark Review, which
noted that she “enjoys the patronage of a
diverse range of clients” who describe her
as an “excellent trial lawyer” with “a real
knack for communicating complicated concepts to a judge or jury.”
Most recently, Trotter served as lead
trial counsel for Planned Parenthood in the
Planned Parenthood v. Center for Medical
Progress in a case that has received national
news coverage and that ultimately resulted
in obtaining $2.3 million in compensatory
and punitive damages in favor of Planned
Parenthood.

Partner
Ervin Cohen & Jessup LLP

A

lbert Valencia’s practice is focused on
real estate and related business matters.
His clients include developers, operators, private equity investors and commercial banks in a broad range of real estate
transactions, including acquisitions and dispositions, joint ventures and syndications,
commercial leasing, financing, loan modifications, workouts and restructurings.
Clients look to Valencia for his experience in a broad range of real estate asset
classes including commercial, office, retail,
multi-family, mixed-use and industrial
properties. He regularly represents clients
in forming joint ventures and syndications,
negotiating structured finance transactions
(including obtaining CMBS loans, mezzanine debt and preferred equity) and assisting
property owners in asset management.
Recent work has included leading the sale of
Regent Towers (158,728 square foot office
building in Dallas) which closed to an institutional buyer.

We salute you.
Manatt is proud to congratulate our partners

Michelle Cooke and
Victor De la Cruz
on being named among the Los Angeles Business
Journal’s Top Minority Attorneys.

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, llp
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