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A former architectural designer turned construction litigator, Doug
guides clients through every stage of California’s major projects.

Doug came to construction law from the drafting table. Decades as an architectural
designer taught him to read drawings, schedules, and contracts the way experts do. Since
then, he’s advised and litigated from every seat at the table. When the other side walks
through a delay analysis, Doug has already found the line that decides it. He teaches the
field, and has trained attorneys and California agencies on contracting, competitive
bidding, and delivery-model selection for more than a decade.

His projects range from critical infrastructure and water treatment plants to hospitals,
schools, and private development. He’s on the forefront of California’s newest delivery
statutes, drafts agreements and manuals that are reused for years, and strategizes with
clients to reduce risk at every stage of building.

When a project does turn into a fight, clients keep Doug on point because his approach is
preventative, yet spring-loaded. He targets creative offramps and ways to shrink
exposure, strategic settlements that save the schedule, and resolving disputes before a
single deposition. But his arbitration and trial experience runs deep, from cases with tens
of thousands of documents and multiple testifying experts to defect cases where a single
discovery, found by knowing where to look, drove the result.

Doug is dedicated to helping his clients build California. Through it all, he is also a
devoted colleague, family man, tech enthusiast, and enjoys truly getting to know the
people he meets across the state.

H O N O R S  &  A W A R D S

Northern California Super Lawyers, Rising Star, Construction Litigation (2013-2014)

E D U C A T I O N

University of San Francisco School
of Law, JD, cum laude, 2004

University of Virginia, BS,
Architectural Design, 1996

A D M I S S I O N S

California, 2004 – Bar No. 233015

U.S. District Court, Northern District
of California

U.S. District Court, Central District
of California

U.S. District Court, Eastern District
of California

P R A C T I C E  A R E A S

Construction

Public Contracts & Procurement

Trial & Litigation

mailto:dmcmanamon@meyersnave.com
https://meyersnave.com/expertise/construction/procurement-public-contracts/
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  &  C O M M U N I T Y  A F F I L I A T I O N S

The State Bar of California, Member

Colorado Bar Association, Member

U.S. Green Building Council, Member

Associated General Contractors of California, Member

P R E S E N T A T I O N S  &  P U B L I C A T I O N S

Presenter, “Public Contracting Under Pressure: Managing Risk from Procurement to
Close” – Meyers Nave Seminar  (May 27, 2026)

Presenter, “Choosing the Right Delivery Model Can Decide the Fate of Your Project” –
Meyers Nave Webinar (February 25, 2026)

Presenter, “California Public Contracting Requirements and Competitive Bidding
Regulations” – Meyers Nave/Lorman Education Services (June 25, 2024)

Presenter, “Public Contracting Requirements and Competitive Bidding in California” –
Meyers Nave and Lorman Education Services seminars throughout California (2017–2020)

Presenter, “Alternative Project Delivery Methods – Which One is Right for You?” – 4th
Annual California Construction Law Conference, The Seminar Group (2018)

Presenter, “Planning for, and Defending Against, Public Works’ Contractor Claims” –
Lorman Education Services Webinar (2016–2017)

Presenter, “Defending Against Construction Contractor Claims” – County Counsels’
Association Public Works and Contracts Spring Study Section Conference (2016)

Presenter, “Current Issues On Bidding, Contracting and Claims on California Public
Works Contracts” – Lorman Education Services Webinar (2015)

Presenter, “Public Law: Handling Contractor Claims on Public Works Construction
Projects” – The State Bar of California 88th Annual Meeting (2015)

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  E X P E R I E N C E

Transbay Joint Powers Authority (TJPA) – The Portal. Lead construction and transactional
counsel on the estimated $7 billion downtown rail extension, including the $2 billion
progressive design-build contract for the civil and tunnel work, the program’s
organizational conflict-of-interest policy, and federal funding compliance under 2 CFR
Part 200 and FTA Circular 4220.1G.

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) – BART Silicon Valley Extension
Litigation. Lead litigation counsel defending delay claims and prosecuting counterclaims

https://meyersnave.com/case-study/transbay-joint-powers-authority/
https://meyersnave.com/case-study/santa-clara-valley-transit-authority-vta/
https://meyersnave.com/case-study/santa-clara-valley-transit-authority-vta/
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on the nearly $1 billion design-build extension from Fremont to North San Jose. After four
years of litigation and more than 100 depositions, the case resolved with a $20 million
payment to the Authority, release of all claims, and forfeiture of $5 million in retention, a
$25 million affirmative recovery, with contractor claims exceeding $50 million fully
defended.

Toll System Contractor Default Arbitration. Led a government transportation client
through a high-stakes arbitration arising from a contractor’s failure to perform on two
major toll system projects. Managed pre-arbitration disputes, 17 depositions, review and
production of more than 57,000 documents, multiple mediation sessions, and four
testifying experts. The matter resolved with a multimillion-dollar settlement for the client.

Kaiser Hospitals – Design-Build Default Termination. Part of the trial team
representing the hospital owner in the arbitration that followed default termination of
the design-build contractor at roughly 30% completion of the $300 million project. The
case required more than 50 depositions and 20 days of testimony, including testimony
from 20 experts. The final award granted the contractor zero on $130 million in lost-profit
and quantum meruit claims.

Hospital Owner – Multi-Phase Default Termination. Part of the team that carried a
major hospital owner through default termination of a design-build contractor on a $360
million multi-phase construction program and the assertion of more than $100 million in
contractor claims. The parties settled, avoiding years of delay; the project is now
complete.

City of Oakland – Flatiron Construction Litigation. Represented the City in a
construction dispute that began with the City facing millions of dollars in potential
liability. Through strategic negotiation and litigation management, Doug helped reverse
the outcome, resolving the matter with a $250,000 payment to the City.

City of San Carlos – City of San Carlos v. Rajappan & Meyer. Represented the City in
professional negligence litigation against a design firm. Through early arbitration and
mediation, the matter settled at the full $2 million insurance policy limits, without
discovery or depositions and without erosion from attorneys’ fees.

Warehouse Defect & Fraud Recovery – National Industrial Developer. Represented
the real estate investment arm of a national insurance company pursuing defect claims
on a one-million-square-foot Northern California warehouse. Doug’s architectural
background located the key evidence of contractor fraud, a non-fire-rated roof assembly,
driving a significant settlement for the owner.

Affordable Housing Developer – 171-Unit Defect Litigation. Lead counsel for a Bay
Area affordable housing developer facing multimillion-dollar damages for defective
construction at a 171-unit complex. After litigation involving 13 parties, more than 40
depositions, and ten days of expert depositions, the case settled favorably, recovering
repair costs, investigation costs, and a significant portion of attorneys’ fees.

Santa Clara Valley Water District – Rinconada Water Treatment Plant. Part of the
team serving as lead counsel for the District in Disputes Review Board litigation over the
plant’s design and construction, where roughly 1,000 days of claimed owner-caused delay
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were denied in full across four time-impact-analysis claims.

City College of San Francisco – Child Development Center. Part of the team
representing the College in affirmative claims for construction defects that rendered the
new Child Development Center a total loss. The team recovered $4.8 million, 98% of the
demand, through settlement at a judicial settlement conference after expert discovery.

City of Newark – Civic Center & Police Facility Design-Build. Drafted the RFP and
complete Division 00 and 01 specifications and assisted in design-builder selection and
contract negotiation on the first project of its kind under the then-new local agency
design-build statutes. The project finished on time and within budget, with no significant
claims.

Novato Sanitary District – Energy Recovery & Efficiency Project. Primarily responsible
for the Public Contract Code section 22170 progressive design-build procurement and
the Division 00 and 01 contract documents for the District’s estimated $20 million project,
including the guaranteed-maximum-price development process, with design and
construction expected to begin in 2026.

County of Riverside – Children & Youth Wellness Center. Primarily responsible for the
Public Contract Code section 22185 progressive design-build procurement documents,
with continuing advice as the project moves through early design.

Bay Area Hospital District – OSHPD Seismic Program. Developed CM-at-risk, design-
build, and design services agreements for a systemwide construction program
rehabilitating vulnerable OSHPD facilities ahead of state-mandated seismic deadlines.


